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LONGTIME UD BIOLOGY PROFESSOR 
DIED WEDNESDAY, JAN. 14 
DAYTON, Ohio - Praphulla K. Bajpai, 61, professor of biology at the University of 
Dayton, died Wednesday, Jan. 14. Services are pending. 
Bajpai joined UD's faculty in 1964. He received UD's Professor of the Year award in 
1974 for excellence in teaching, the Sigma Xi Research Award in 1986 and the Alumni Award 
for Scholarship in 1986. He was appointed associate director of the honors and scholars 
program at UD in fall1997 . 
"He had a rough exterior, but he was one of the most warm-hearted people I've ever 
known," said John J. Rowe, chair of biology at UD and a colleague of Bajpai's for 20 years. "His 
main concern was that students receive the best possible instruction, and he considered them in 
every decision. He felt that was a true responsibility, and he took it very seriously." 
Bajpai's dedication to the students sometimes compelled him to speak out on 
controversial University matters, Rowe said. "Part of his personality was that he was a person 
who always questioned things. He brought up subjects that were sometimes uncomfortable to 
talk about, but he challenged people to take hard looks at things happening at the University. 
He was well respected for that." 
Born in 1936 in Charkhari, India, Bajpai practiced veterinary medicine after earning his 
bachelor's degree in veterinary science and his master's degree in genetics and breeding from 
Agra University. He then earned a master's degree in 1963 and a doctorate in 1965 in animal 
physiology at Ohio State University. 
He was internationally recognized for his work in biomaterials. Bajpai's research 
focused on using ceramic materials that promote healing and growth in broken bones artd can be 
implanted to deliver drugs, vaccines, hormones and chemicals into the body. He and his . 
colleagues developed ceramics that could be reabsorbed into the body, avoiding the need to 
surgically remove the implants. He also studied immunological responses to tissue grafts and 
the physiology of endocrine systems. 
He held two U.S. patents and one Canadian patent. 
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